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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service      Washington  D.C. 


LIVESTOCK  AHD  MEATS 
FLM  8-61 
Juhb  1961 


WORLD  SHEg>  NUMBEStS 
DECLINE  DURING  I960 


World  sheep  numbers  totaling  976  million  at  the  beginning  of  I96I  were 
about  k  million  below  a  year  earlier,  but  15  percent  above  the  1951-55 
average  of  Qk3  milliono    Drought  in  many  major  producing  areas  accounted 
for  most  of  the  drop  during  I96O. 

Sheep  are  concentrated  in  a  small  number  of  countries.    Fifteen  countries 
have  more  than  20  million  head  each  and  account  for  about  73  percent  of 
the  world's  sheep.    Australia  and  the  U.S.S.R.,  each  with  more  than  13O 
million  head,  account  for  about  30  percent  of  the  world  total. 

Mainland  China,  Argentina,  New  Zealand  and  the  Republic  of  South  Africa 
have  more  than  kO  million  sheep.    India,  the  United  States,  and  Turkey 
have  more  than  30  million,  while  6  countries — Iran,  Uruguay,  the  United 
Kingdom,  Brazil,  Spain,  and  Ethiopia— have  more  than  20  million. 

North  American  numbers  were  down  less  than  1  percent  from  I96O  and  were 
6  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    Nimbers  in  South  America  gained  less 
than  1  percent  during  I96O  and  are  about  1  percent  above  the  1951-55  aver- 
age. 

There  was  a  rise  of  about  1  percent  in  Europe  with  both  Western  and  Eastern 
Europe  contributing  equally  to  the  gain.    Western  European  ntunbers  are 
about  2  percent  larger  than  the  1951-55  average  and  Eastern  European  num- 
bers are  9  percent  higher. 

The  decline  in  U.S.S.R.  sheep  numbers  in  196O  was  their  first  in  recent 
years.  The  drop  was  about  2  percent,  but  numbers  are  kk  percent  larger 
than  the  1951-55  average. 
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This  Circular  contains  more  detailed  information  than  the  summary  of  similar 
title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
May  25,  1961. 


SHEEP:    Number  in  specified  countries, 
average  1951-55 ^  annual  I958-6I 


:  Average  \  i  \  \  ]  ^^^^^ 

Continent  :  1951-55  :    1958    :    1959    :    I960    1  1961  l/i    196I  i  196I 

 :  :  :  t  :  :1953.-55:  I960 

:  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000    ;  1,000    ;  1,000    ]  ] 

;  head      :  head      :  head      :  head      :  head      ; Percent ;  Percent 


North  America  •  38,990  39ATO  Uo,56o  1+1,1^00  Ul,200  +6  -1 

South  America  :121,300  121,000  120,750  121,500  122,800  +1 

Europe :  ; 

Western  ;  78,600  78,100  79,800  79,^  80,100  +2  +1 

Eastern  :  38,850  39,250  J+1,000  Ul,960  i<-2,200  +9  +1 


Total  Europe  : 117,^50    117,350    120,800    121,360    122,300         +h  +1 


U.S.S.R  ;  92,200  120,200  129,900  136,100  132,900  +kh  -2 

Africa..  :13^,i^70  lin,650  1^+1,350  li^2,800  li+3,300  +7 

Asia  :184,260  209,000  216,200  21^^,200  208,200  +I3  -3 

Oceania  :  15 9, 5 30  195,350  199,600  202,300  205,000  +29  +1 

Total  World  :81|6,200  9^3,720  969,160  979,660  975,700  +15 


1/  Preliminary. 


Numbers  in  Africa  changed  little  during  I96O,  with  slight  losses  in  some 
of  the  northern  countries  and  small  gains  in  the  more  central  regions.  Asia 
had  losses  in  both  the  southwest  producing  area  axid  in  Mainland  China;  the 
decrease  of  about  3  percent  accounted  for  most  of  the  world  losses.  The 
total  for  Oceania  increased  about  1  percent  during  196O  and  is  29  percent 
above  the  195I-55  average. 

North  America— Numbers  in  the  United  States  declined  about  1  percent  during 
i960  as  drought  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  areas  forced  farmers  to  cull  their 
flocks  to  conserve  feed.    Lower  lamb  prices  during  1961  may  further  reduce 
sheep  numbers. 

Conditions  in  Canada  have  been  similar  to  those  in  the  United  States  and 
numbers  there  are  about  1  percent.  Numbers  in  Mexico  increased  slightly 
auring  I96O. 

South  America— Argentina,  the  major  sheep  producing  country  in  South  America, 
showed  no  change  during  196O,  but  with  increasing  wool  prices  numbers  may 
gain  in  1961.    However,  cattle  numbers  are  rising  sharply  and  feed  sirpplies 
may  not  be  available  for  much  expansion  in  sheep. 
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Nvunbers  in  Brazil  rose  5  percent  during  196O  and  are  at  abcoat  the  level  of 
1953.    With  favorable  weather,  numbers  shoxild  continue  to  gain  in  I961. 

In  Ecuador  numbers  rose  8  percent  during  I96O  and  are  33  percent  larger 
than  the  1951-55  average.    There  vas  no  significant  change  in  other  South 
American  countries  and  little  is  expected  during  1961. 

Western  Europe — The  major  change  in  V/estern  Europe  was  a  h  percent  rise  in 
the  United  Kingdom.    The  decline  caused  by  drought  during  1959  vas  re- 
versed  in  I96O  as  more  lambs  were  kept  for  breeding.    Numbers  should  in- 
crease in  1961  and  there  should  be  more  lambs  for  slaughter. 

N\imbers  in  most  other  V/estern  European  countries  showed  slight  gains  dur- 
ing i960  with  no  substantial  change  likely  in  I961.    Numbers  in  Ireland 
dropped  about  k  percent  and  offset  much  of  the  gains  in  other  Western 
European  countries.    This  was  the  result  of  larger  shipments  of  sheep  and 
lambs,  and  lamb  and  mutton  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Numbers  may  rise  in 
1961  as  falling  prices  make  exports  less  profitable. 

Eastern  Europe — Numbers  in  Eastern  European  countries  rose  1  percent  as 
emphasis  in  these  countries  continues  to  be  placed  on  higher  meat  and 
wool  production.    Bulgaria  and  Yugoslavia  accounted  for  most  of  the  in- 
crease during  I96O  and  offset  decreases  in  Czechoslovakia  and  East  Germany. 

Africa— In  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  n-umbers  were  unchanged  during 
i960,  but  a  drought  caused  considerable  losses  in  early  196I  and  numbers 
should  be  lower  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Egyptian  sheep  numbers  rose  13 
percent  during  I96O  and  are  expected  to  continue  upward  in  I961.  Numbers 
in  both  Kenya  and  Tanganyika  rose  in  I96O  and  should  continue  the  upward 
trend  of  the  past  few  years  during  I96I. 

Asia — Major  droughts  In  the  sheep  producing  areas  of  Asia  have  caused 
large  losses.    Droughts  in  Syria  have  reduced  sheep  numbers  more  than  50 
percent  in  the  past  2  years. •  These  conditions  have  continued  into  I96I 
and  large  losses  are  expected  again  this  year. 

In  Iraq  and  Iran  conditions  have  been  less  severe  but  numbers  dropped 
about  10  percent  during  1960  and  are  about  15  percent  below  1959*  Numbers 
may  Increase  in  I961  as  substantial  rains  have  improved  the  crop  and 
pasture  outlook.    Numbers  in  Turkey  Increased  k  percent  during  196O.  Tur- 
key was  not  as  severely  affected  by  the  drought  as  neighboring  countries. 

In  Mainland  China  numbers  dropped  5  percent  during  I960,    The  shortage 

of  pastures  and  winter  feeds  in  the  northern  provinces  caused  large  losses. 

Oceania— In  Australia,  the  world's  largest  sheep  producer,  ntmibers  rose 
about  1  percent  during  I96O  and  reached  the  new  record  of  156,500,000  head. 
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SHEAS':    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  I958-6I 


Country- 


North  America: 

Canada  

Msxico  

Ifaited  States  (Continental). 

Guatemala  

Cuba  

Total  North  America 

South  America: 

Argentina  • .  • . 

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Chile  , 

Colcmbia  

Ecuador  

Falkland  Islands  

Paraguay  

Peru  

Uruguay  

Total  South  America  3/ . . . , 


Average 
1951-55 


Thousands 

1,071* 
5,0lt0 
31,1*91 
808 
190 


1958 


1959 


Thousands 
1,112 
5,360 
31,217 
81«3 
210 


Thousands 
l,lltl 
5,380 
32,606 
792 
210 


i960 


1961  1/ 


Thousands 
1,188 
5,600 
33,170 
841 
210 


Thousands 

1,135 
5,700 
32,932 


Month  of 
estimate 


38,990 


39,170 


1*0,560 


ltl,lKX) 


1*1,200 


Dec.  12/ 
Spring 
Jan.  1 
April 

Dec.  2j 


1*7,317 

47,886 

48,915 

48,900 

48,900 

June  30 

ii/6,464 

Jan. 

16,133 

20,164 

19,921 

18,995 

20,000 

Dec.  31 

6,860 

7,300 

7,4oo 

7,500 

Jan.  1 

1,293 

1,081 

1,190 
1,630 

1,305 

l,4oo 

Jan.  1 

1,394 

1,570 

1,710 

1,850 

597 

611 

621 

220 

172 

165 

160 

16,338 

14,131 
22,560 

14,760 

15,136 

15,150 

Dec.  31 

24,533 

21,351 

21,700 

Ifey 

121,300 

121,000 

120,750 

121,500 

122,800 

Kurope: 

Austria  

Belgium-Iiixembourg  

Denmark  ^  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  6/  

Greece  

Iceland  

Ireland  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Portugal  2/  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  West  Europe  2/  

Albania  

Bulgaria  

Czechoslovakia  

Germany,  £ast  

Hungary  

Poland  

Rumania  

Yugoslavia  

Total  East  Europe  }J  

Total  Europe  ^  

U.S.S.R.  (Europe  and  Asia)  8/. 

Africa: 

Algeria  2/  

Egypt  , 

Ethi  apia  and  Eritrea  

Ubya  

Sudan  

Tunisia  

Total  North  Africa  2j  

Basutoland  , 

Congo,  RepubUc  of  The  10/ , 
French  E<juatorial  Africa. . . 
French  West  Africa  11/  - 


318 

'  207 

194 

185 

175 

Dec.  3 

U7 

no 

112 

71 

Jan.  1 

43 

36 

36 

42 

"43 

July 

976 

4o8 

381 

34o 

340 

June  15 

7,725 
1,495 

8,572 

8,744 

8,941 

9,043 

Oct. 

1,127 

1,106 
9,334 

1,084 

1,032 

Dec. 

7,843 

9,255 

9,350 

9,4oo 

Dec.  31 

487 

770 

730 

770 

800 

Dec.  1 

2,118 

9,706 

2,866 

3,100 
8,871 

3,225 

3,107 

Jan. 

8,626 
496 

9,090 
294 

9,100 
263 

Jan. 

405 

339 

Dec. 

1,056 

974 

954 

939 

966 

Deo. 

5,200 

Dec. 

24,115 

20,746 

20,736 

20,864 

May  31 

208 

139 

146 

155 

June  1 

188 

210 

220 

220 

225 

April 

16,428 

18,701 

20,370 

19,391 

20,o64 

Dec. 

78,600 

78,100 

79,800 

79,400 

80,100 

1,601 
7,763 

1,662 
7,742 

8,619 

8,769 

8,901 

Jan. 

882 

889 

817 

727 

646 

Jan.  1 

1,403 

2,019 

2,111 

2,115 

2,015 

Dec.  3 

1,597 

2,050 

2,155 
3,778 

2, '31 

3,667 

Iferch 

3,442 

3,882 
10,374 

June  30 

10,903 

10,620 
11,247 

11,200 

Jan. 

11,259 

10,633 

11,460 

11,600 

Jan.  15 

38,850 


117,450 


39,250 


117,350 


41,000 


41,960 


120,800 


121,360 


42,200 


122,300 


92,200 

120,200 

129,900 

136,100 

132,900 

5,583 
1,381 
19,725 
1,280 

5,840 
3,013 

6,632 
1,259 
20,900 

6,94o 
3,026 

5,478 
1,266 
20,000 

6,946 
3,410 

5,460 
1,571 

7,150 
3,793 

1,778 

59,800 

64,610 

62,650 

63,180 

63,400 

1,418 
529 
5,620 
4/10,126 

1,232 

636 
4,846 

74l 
4,850 

741 

Jan.  1 

Nov.  20 
Jan.  1 

Fall 

Dec.  31  2/ 


Dec.  31  2] 
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SHEEP:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I95I-55,  annual  I958-6I  (continued) 


Country 

Africa  (continued) : 

Kenya  

(^lagasy  

Mszambique  

Nigeria  and  British  Cameroons. 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  12/ . . . . 

Ruanda-Urundi  

Southwest  Africa  

Tangauyllca  

Togo  

Uganda  l^/  

Union  of  South  Africa  


Total  South  Africa  • 
Total  Africa  


Asia: 

Cyprus  

Iran  

Iraq.  l|l/  

Jordan  

Saudi -^abla.  

Syria  

Turkey  (Europe  and  Asia). 
Yemen  


Total  South-West  Asia 


China  Ifeinland  I5/  

Total  East  Central  Asia 


Afghanistan. 
India  16/ . . . 
Japan  


Total  South  and  East  Asia  2j  • 
Total  Asia  ^  


Oceania : 

Australia. . . 
New  Zealand. 


Total  Oceania  3/. 
TOTAL  WORLD  jj . . . 


134,470 


329 
17,124 
9,800 

319 
3,700 
3,961 
25,709 
3,750 


65,050 


41,952 


53,960 


14,000 
39,469 
647 


65,250 


184,260 


122,822 
36,698 


159,530 


848,200 


Average 
1951-55 

1958 

:  1959 

i960 

1961  1/ 

Month  of 
estimate 

Thousands 

Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

:  Thousands 

4,331 
342 
77 
6,000 

4o4 
3,280 
2,678 

268 

1,093 
36,100 

4,451 
227 
72 

531 
3,125 
2,890 

345 
1,121 
38,300 

4,488 
207 
77 

■3°' 

570 

2,806 
4o9 
1,127 
39,500 

4,549 

591 
2,874 

959 
40,200 



Dec.  2/ 
Dec,  2/ 

iiec  *  iL  dj 
Dec.  31  2/ 

Dec.  2/ 
Aug.  31 

74,670 

77,o4o 

78,700 

79,620 

79,900 

141,650 


381 
24,000 
9,221 
485 
4,000 
6,267 
29,209 
3,800 


77,800 


53,435 


65,4i;0 


39,373 
916 


65,760 


209,000 


149,315 
46,026 


195,350 


943,720 


141,350 


142,800 


394 
24,000 

469 

6,650 
30,823 


23,700 


4,756 
29,625 


79,500 


75,760 


58,800 


60,800 


70,800 


72,800 


39,500 

864 


788 


65,900 


65,640 


152,685 
46,877 


155,158 
47,134 


199,600 


202,300 


969,160 


979,660 


143,300 


22,000 


3,000 
31,000 


72,700 


70,000 


736 


65,500 


216,200  214,200  208,200 


156,500 
48,500 


205,000 


975,700 


Dec.  2/ 
Visx.  21 
Nfer.  21 


Dec.  31  2/ 
Nov.  2/ 


Dec.  12/ 


^fey 

Feb.  1 


Vlax.  31 
June  30 


1/  Preliminary.      2/  October-December  numbers  axe  included  under  following  year  for  ccmpaxisons  and  totals.      ^  Includes 

allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown.      4/  Less  than  5  years. 

5/  Excludes  Faroe  Islands.      6/  Includes  West  Berlin  in  1951-55  average  and  years  I958-6O;  I96I  excludes  West  Berlin. 

2/  Includes  Azores  and  Maderla  Islands.      8/  Some  years  are  estimates  based  on  total  number  of  sheep  and  goats.      2/  Number 

taxed  only.      10/  Formerly  Belgian  Congo.      11/  Includes  Dahomey,  Guinea,  Ivory  Coast,  >feli,  ffeuritania,  Niger,  Senegal  and 

Upper  Volta.    Separate  estimates  not  available.      12/  European-owned  stock  9/30,  other  12/31.      1^/  On  native  farms. 

14/    Agricultural  holdings  only.    Nou-^icmadic .      15/    Includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinklang,  and  Tibet.  Excludes  outer 

Mongolia.    i6/  Census  May  I95I  through  August  1952. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on 
other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  Ihlted  States 
results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
May  25,  1961. 


the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments, 
agricultural  attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad. 
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Although  widespread  drought  slowed  down  the  rate  of  increase  from  I96O  to 
1961,  increasing  wool  prices  and  decreasing  lamb  and  mutton  prices  should 
cause  numbers  to  rise  again  from  I961  to  I962. 

New  Zealand  nTombers  rose  3  percent  in  I96O  and  fiirther  increases  are  ex- 
pected during  I961.    With  the  development  of  a  good  market  for  lamb  and 
mutton  in  the  United  States,  combined  with  the  demand  for  New  Zealand  lamh 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  more  lambs  should  be  raised  for  slaughter. 

Rising  world  wool  prices  are  also  an  incentive  for  increasing  sheep  numbers 
in  1961. 


Growth  Through  Agricultural  Progress 
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